Sermon for Sunday, lMay 9, 1976, by Andrew A. Jumper, Seaior Pastor, D.D.
Central‘Presbyteyian Church, St. Louis, Missouri

HOW FAR DO APPLES FALL FROM THE TREL?
IT Timothy 1:5

Text: "I am reminded of your sincere falth, a faith;ﬁhat dwelt first in your
grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells' in you."
' : ' : ‘ IT Timothy.1:5

Today is Mother's Day and I was wondering what you think of when you think of the
word "mother". Of course, first of all you think of your own mother. 3Jut if I
arked you to think of an idea of the perfect mother, what do you picture in your
mind? Is she a cweet little old gray haired lady, rocking in her chair and sewing
away at something? Well, let me tell you the truth about mother! Today mother i
lives, on an average, 4-1/2 years longer than dad. Mother is the bencaficiary of 80%
of all life insurance and spends 85% of the family income--and probably has a preiity
good say about the other 15%! Mother has a majority of the votes in America, she
owns 80% of all real estate, she possesses 507 of all stock in industrial corpor-
ations and just to put some icing on the cake, she has an average of 92 labor-saving
devices in her home. By all odds, mother is the most powerful person in Americsn
society. Yet, I have not mentioned the greatest power that mother has. The grestest
power that mother has is the power of her influence over her children and even over
her grandchildren. ‘

My grandfather, who was a country doctor, lived across the street from me when I
was a child. He was concerned that my mother raise me properly and I can remsmher
him saying to her, "Daughter, apples do not fall very far from the tree". I did
not know what he meant then, but over the years I have had 'a growing appreciation
for what he said. One of our modern writers has said, "...the world never gets a

- Christ, or anyone Christlike, except through a Holy Family." And isn't that true?
A student of child psychology writes, "It is certain that the attitudes of the home

have more immediate and formative significance in the 1ife of the growing child
than do those of school or church." You see, the remarks a parent mskes as he
reads his paper, his comments concerning friends, his attitude towsrd what 'is
taught at school and church, will all be food for thought for the growing child..
These are the factors that shape the little apple, which influence lLis attitudes,
his relationships and which determine how far he falls from the tree.

One writer has said, "A mother who lzughs at ths Bible may have started her child on
the way to becoming a champion agnostic. A mother who ridicules the morale standsrds
of the scriptures may have given her son a good start on the road to debauchary,

On the other hand, the mother who suggests that her daughter give a dime to a lams
girl or take flowers to a shut-in m2y have launched a career for an orphanage super-
visor." Yes, the home ‘has incredible pover to shape and mold and influence who ard
what a child becomes. Take for examrle Moses in the 01d Testament. Did vou aver
stop to wonder why Mosés, who 'was raised in the lap of luxury in the Pharaoh's
court, gave all of that up to identify himself wirh a poor, slave peoplé? Wall, I
don't think we can separate it from his mother. She was his pald purse during those
early formative years. The influeacc she had on him vas ultimately to shapas the
destiny of the world:_ ' :

No, the world never got a Christ or-anycne Christlike, ‘except through a Loly Fawily.

Suppose, as Dr. Payson su ests, God should place a diamond in vour hand and tel
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you to write on it a sentence which should be read a* the Last Day and shown there
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as an index of your thoughts and feelings. What care, what caution, would vou
exercise in the selection of that one single sentence! Yet, for parents, that is
exactly what God has done. He has placed in our hand the immortal minds and souls
of our children. On their lives, their hearts, their characters, we are inscribiag
every day and every hour by our instruction, by our attitudes, by our examplp, somR-
thing that will be forever written; something that will stand on exhibit at Judgaent

Dav. Aad you and I will get credit for what is written on the hearts of our children

for gocd or for bad. And that, dear friends, is a very sobering thought.

In our scripture for this morning we read about a young man -in trouble. His name
vas Timothy. Young Timothy was a pastor and apparently he was having difficulties.
He. was being persecuted for his faith. He was undergoing trials and tribulations.
Apparently the rejection he was experiencing and the difficulties he underwent
brought him to tears for St. Paul writes to him, "I remember your tears..." Yet, ia
gpite of his problems, Timothy had two things going for him. Let me share those twy
things with you.

Tn the first place, Timothy had a rich, spiritual heritage. St. Paul writes to hia,
“I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your grandmcther
Lois and your mother FEunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you." I want you grand-
parents to notice that verse of Scripture! You may feel that cnce your children
leave home your job is done. That simply isn't true. As long as you live you will
be an influence on the lives of those you love and those who love you. Don't think
that what you do, what you say, how you act and how you live doesn't matter anymore.
It does. I know that the lives and characters of my grandparents were a {remencuus
influence on me and.I know many Christians today who testify to the influence of a
godly grandparent. By the same token a poor influence or a bad example by grand-
parents may greatly diminish the efforts a son or a daughter is making to bring a
child up in the nurture and aduonition of the Lord.

Rack during World War II a young German named Dietrick Bonhoeffer was put in puisen
by Hitler because he was a Christian. He suffered greatly for his falth“and yet he
managed to reach out to other prisoners and share Jesus with them. Just before
Allied troops took the prison where he was held, he was executed. Shortly befcre
his death he wrote to his family at Christmas time and this is what he said, "I need
not #ell you how much I long to be rveleazed and to see you all agaln. But for years
you have given us such lovely Christmasses, that our grateiul mewories are strong
enough to cast their vays over a darker one. In times like these we learn as never
befor:«: what it means to possess a pazi and a spiritual heritage untrammellsd by the
changes and chances of the present." Do you see? When from within ond s spiritu~
ally streng, when frem within one has a spiritual heritage to fall back an, ha
cannot be trampled underfoot by adversities. of the present..

A child does not learn about love by discussion, but by being loved. He does rnot
Tearn about oelf—glving through talk, but by the exampie of . self-giving he finde¢ in
the family. By the same token, he learns about God from his family. In prayers at
meals and at bedtime, in the rarent s attitude toward church aand schocl, in the
_parent's attitudes aboui lifa--in such simpls ways he lea: st Cod means to thoge
‘adults who surround Lom ol that l?f ‘le z2pple will + far from the trec,.

30 young TimthY”héd problems b:i Le lLad something going for him. First, he had «
rich spiritual hetitage. Notice in the second place that he had Cod's Spiyit in hia
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St. Paul writes, "Hence I remind you to rckindle the glft of God that
within you...” And then he goes on to say that God had given Timethy "..a spirie
of power and love and self-control'. I want you to know that as a parent zud 25 a
pastor that gives me a great sense of relief. You see, no metter how hard I try to
have a proper Christian home and no matier how hard I try to be a good example,

I eluays fail. How gratifying it is. to know that above and beyond what I do, God

is aiso at work in my children and in my congregation.” So it works out this way:
proevide the sort cf spiritual environment for your children as though it all

depended on you and then thank God that in the long run He can overcome your mistalae,
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May I say a word to those of you who did not have a good spiritusl environment. In
many ways your environment Shaped and molded you into who and what vou are. Put O
do not have to remain bound by the chains of your past. No, God's spivit weriing
within you can change you if you will let Him. If you will surrendes your heart,
your ego, the seat of your will to Jesus, God can work a miracle in your life. He
can change you. If you will invite Jesus into your heart, ask Him to take ccntrol.
of your life, He can break the bondage of your past; He can change your habit
vatterns, your life-style, and make you into a new person.

Next Sunday we are going to begin our financial campaign to raise funds to expand

our facilities and to widen the ministry of Central to St. Louis. On this Mother's
Day when we are honoring our mothers and remembering the power of the influence of
parents in the home, let me remind us of how this building drive relates to ail of us.
First, it relates t0 our outreach for Jesus. With new facilities we will be bettor
abl: 1o fean™s yowaz ~hildren and to reach more of them. With our youth center we will
be able to touch ths lives of many more young people. As an indication of how we are
touching the 1lives of young people already let me remind you that we now have about
eight young men under care of the Session for the minisiry and several movz2 who wiil
be coming under care in the future. That means that many other lives have also been
touched for Jesus because not every Christian goes into the ministry. But who knows
what we can do for the Lord in reaching young people with better facilities.

But there is a sacond way that this building program relates 0 each of us as
families. How we respond to this challenge, now we invest outselves and how we sive
sacrificially will not be lost cn the children and young peopie c¢f this congregcation.
How eacl. of ns responds will make an impression on those we love the mosi. Frox: our
response they will know how much it matiers 2ad how mech we care, Thie beautiful
sanctuary in which we sit this morning is the gift of those who loved God and who
carced for their children's spiritual heritage. MNow 1t is our turn to care--io care
and ©o pass on to our children a spiritual heriiage.

Hu, 2n apple does not fall very far from the tree. In our generaticn so nany motherg-
aad fathers, too--need to find God. To put it blunyly, they need to be conver:s i--

t2 have their sins forgiven, their standards transfcrmed, thrir sensze of valusg alters
andl thelr aspirations redirected. Without a redeemed, consecrated motherhood, wa

ace Tighting a losing battle for a new and beiter society. When our mothers reirurn

L God, God will return to our homes, and when God lives in cur homesg, America is
securea,

. Coarles LK. Brow:, a professoc for many y2ars at Yale, describas hi
way, "'The strongest, the sweetest, the holiest earthly influence which O
irs2lf felt upon my own life was that of my dear mother...When we were acleen,
wiild come in and kneel at our bedsides, praying for each child by name an




)

She wropp:d her peiitiows arcwasd our defect amd heid them up before (ig¢ God of =il
grace. She lived it seven days in.the week, malntaining in.our home an atmOﬂpxorﬂ
which was like a southern exposure for the ripening of the frults of the spirit.
Will our children be able to make such a statement about their mothers and fathers:
Will owr grandchlldren be’ able to say that? = Our sermon title this morning asks a

iuencion, "How for do apples fall from the tree?" And the answer is, 'not very fa:,”

I yeu want an apple to fall in a certain piace, you haVe to be sure that is wherz
the tree is planted. Where do you want vour apples to fall? Then that is where you
must plant your tree.



