Sermon for Sunday, November 30, 1975, by Andrew A. Jumper, D.D., Pastor
Central PresbyterianvChurch, St. Louis, Missouri

"SOME LEFT-OVER CHRISTMAS FROM LAST YEAR"
St. Luke 2:1-20

Text: "And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they
had heard and seen, as it had been told to them.”  =-St. Luke 2:20

A broken toy in the basement, a frayed and battered doll in the corner, a tie with
some food spots that won't come out, a dress a size too small and even tighter now,
a family picture of friends stuck in the front of the family Bible, a copy of last
year's card stuck in the files, ornaments carefully labeled and stored in the closet,
gathering dust-~-these are the sort  of things most of us have left over from last
year's Christmas. A few fading memories--another year gone by--these are the left-
overs from Christmas a year ago. Is that the way it is with you? Maybe it is a
good thing that Christmas comes once a year; by the time a new Christmas comes we
don't have much left over from.the one a year ago.. And when you stop and think
about it, is there very much you can put your finger on that you have left from
Christmases past?

When Jesus was born we are told that the angels of heaven could not restrain them-
selves and burst into song. The Bible says, "And suddenly there was with the angels
a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 'Glory to God in the high-
est, and on earth peace among men with whom He is well pleased!'" So it was that
the shepherds said, "Let us go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened,
‘which the Lord has made known to us.'" So it was that they made their way to Bethle-
hem and to .the manger. Yet, when Christmas had come and gone, when they returmed

to their flocks, I would like to suggest to you that they had some left-over
Christmas--indeed, enough to last them a lifetime. What was there about the shep=-
herds that made them so different?

Did you ever stop to wonder why the shepherds were chosen by God to receive the
announcement that the Savior had been born? In the social structure of the ancient
East, shepherds were not important. As a matter of fact, most people thought poorly
of them and they were not even able to testify in a court of law because their
testimony was considered unreliable. And shepherds were poor--they had little to
offer. Yet, when we remember the Old Testament, we are reminded that shepherds
played an important part in God's plans. It was a shepherd of Ur named Abraham
whom God called to be the founder of a new people to be known as the Hebrews. It
was to a shepherd of Midian to whom God appeared in a burning bush and called him
by name, "Moses, Moses." And when the first kings of Israel were chosen--Saul and
David--the Bible tells us they were shepherds, too. And far back in time, when a
Hebrew poet sat down to write about God and to try to describe Him, he wrote, "The
Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want..."

Let me suggest three reasons why God might have chosen the shepherds to tell them
what had happened in Bethlehem that night. In the first place, they were honest
enough to admit their need of a savior. Shepherds have a lot of time to think., Out
under the blue sky and bright sun by day, or lying beside a dying campfire at night,
listening to the quiet sounds of the evening, the sleepy movement of the flocks,
watching the darkness of the sky with stars punching holes of brightness through the
canopy of black, a man has a lot of time to think. And out there in the rawness of
nature where things are simple and uncomplicated, a man becomes terribly conscious
of his own finiteness and insignificance. Out there he sees himself as he really is.
He is profoundly aware of his poverty, both materially and spiritually. Yes, the
shepherds were honest enough to admit they needed a savior.
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There were many people in Israel who needed o gavior, but couldn't or didn‘t admit
it. There was Hercd. If znybody needed o zavior, it was Herod. He had murdered at
least one wifc and three sons. He was a man noted for his self-interest and greed.
When word came to him that the Messiah had been born, he called the wise men in and
told them, "Go ond search diligently for the child, and when you have found him
bring me word, that T tco may come and werchip him," (St. Matt. 2:8) But murder
was in Herod's heart, not worship. His only comcern was how this event would effect
his Jife. So Hevcd had hie channe, because e knew about Jesus. The thing that got
in bis way was the encrusted babit of gieed and self~interest. He was simply unable
to admit his need fox a savier.

Do you have that problem this morning? In my own life, I must confess that I begin
to rely on people or things and suddenly discover I am living my life as though I
haé no need of a savior. I find I am trusting in the wrong things--I am letting my
greed and self~interest control my life.

Most of us are so busy with life we hardly stop to reflect on what our needs are. I
suppose the inn keeper was like that. His place of business was already solid out;
he was so involved in taking care of the needs of his patroms that when a couple.
knocked at his door, he didn't have time or the inclination to be bothered with
them. Does tbat happen to you? Do you get so wrapped up in the business of life
that you don't have time fcr things--not even a savior? If you are wondering if you
are too busy, let me ask you a 1mp e question that will tell you whether you are or
not~-how big a part of your day is Jﬁsus? When you answer that, you will know if
you are Loc {um]a
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The religious leaders of that day needed a sav r. Yet. thev were not honest enougi
ro admit it. When you are a leader of any kind, it is hard to admit that you have

2 need. Too many of us leok upon such an admission as a weakness—-and we don‘t like
to seem weaak. Isn't that true in your life? It is in mine. As a religious leader,
I'm supposed to know the answers, I'm supposed to have faith, to be spiritual, to
know how to get my problems solved, so to admit I have a need or to admit a weakness
threatens me. Are you that way? And if Jesus were being born today, would either
of us be able to honestly admit we needed a savior?
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A second reason the shepherds were told of the birth of Jesus is because they were
numble enough to receive Him when He came. We Christians have glamorized the stable
in which Jesus was born. Have you been in a stable lately? Probably the only clean
thing in the whole place was the fresh hay 1in the menger where Mary laid her newborn
child., But the shepnerds were humble enough to receive Jesus. Giovenni Papini was
en Italian author and poet. Until he was 38 years 0id, he was a professed atheist.
At that point in hie life he was convertad sud zccepied Jesus as His Savior. His
coneiderable writing talents were dedlcated to his Savicr and he wreis a book t

was translated into English under the title of The Life of Christ. FHe writes there
of the shepherds and says, "The shepherds offered what little Lnoy had, that little
which is so great vhen cffered with love. They carried the white offerings of their
craft: milk, cheese, wool, the lamb. Even today in ouvr mountains, where one finds
the last dying traces of hospitality and fraternal feecling, as soon as a wife is
delivered of a chiid, the sisters, wives, and daughters of the shepherds come hurry-
ing tc her, and not one of them empty-handad. One has three or four eggs still warm
from the nest. another a cup of freshly drawn nilk, another a little cheese, another
a pullet to “ake broth for the new mother....Themselves poor, the old-time shepherds
did not ook down on the poor." And then he concludes, “A poor man was born among
them and thev Locxked on nﬁm.wwth affection and lovingly brought him their poor L=
riches.”
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Can you imagine Herod stalking in royal regalia across the barnyard with his royal
train dragging in the mire? Can you see the religious leaders, picking their
delicate way across the filth of the barn to peer into the manger? No, they were

not humble enough to receive Jesus as He came. Would the circumstances of His birth
suit us today? Would it be fine enough, important enough, acceptable enough? Are
we truly humble enough to receive Him? You know, we like impressive things--we

like sophisticated, dramatic, important events. Are we really honest enough to admit
our need of a Savior and are we humble enough to take Jesus?

A third reason the shepherds knew about the birth of a Savior was because they were
close enough to God that they could hear the angels sing. How close to God are you?
Close enough to hear the angels? The Bible says that an angel of the Lord appeared
to the shepherds and that the glory of the Lord shone round about them. And the ...
angel said, "Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy..."

And when you have good friends, don't you want them to be the first to know when
you have good news? Maybe that's why God wanted them to know-~they were good friends,
close to Him. If there were a birth of a child who was the Son of God here in our
city tonight, are you such a friend of God, are you so close to the Father, that He
would want to share the good news with you? Yes, how close are we to God? Can we
hear the angels sing?

There is one final thing I want to call to your attention. It is our text for today.
The Bible says, "And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they
had heard and seen, as it had been told to them." All the excitement was over now.
The fear they felt when the angel first appeared was gone-~the decision to go and see
what had happened was behind them~-~the thrill of seeing the newborn baby was but a
memory. Indeed, Christmas had come and gone. Yet, they had some Christmas left
over-—enough to last them for a lifetime. And what was left? Well, they went back
to doing the same old thing in the same old way, except there was a difference. And
that difference was that they were praising and glorifying God for all they had

heard and seen. Yes, a2 new dimension had been added to their lives--the dimension
of joy, the dimension of praise. Do you have any Christmas left over from last

year? Do you have joy? Do you have praise? Are you praising and glorifying God

for a Savior? Indeed, is there any left-over Christmas in your heart?

You see, when you are honest enough to admit you need a savior, when you are humble
enough to accept Jesus, when you are close enough to hear the angels sing, close
enough to God that He touches your heart to know that Jesus is born to be your Savior,
then time may come and time may go, but you will be praising and glorifying God.

There will always be some left-over Christmas in your heart.



