


Lifelong Central member Major Oscar W
Rexford, Army Air Corps, was among
many members who served during the war.
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Central settled into a period of tranquility and steady growth. The
church still labored under tremendous debt, but as the depression eased,
it was gradually reduced. In 1941, Congregation B'Nai El settled its
debt to Central for $50,000. In 1942, money was found to employ a
Minister of Education, Mr. Herman Schuessler.

The Second World War forced some changes on the church. Because of
fuel rationing, the building was heated only on Sundays and Tuesdays.
Because of food rationing, the dinner usually held before the annual
congregational meeting was cancelled in 1943. Several Sunday School
teachers were called up for military service, and by 1945, over 100 men
and women from Central were in uniform.

The world-wide conflagration also caused Central to begin to think
beyond its own horizons. In his message for the new year, 1945, Dr.
Hall wrote in the church newsletter, 7he Centralian:

There is no longer the slightest use in trying to deceive ourselves about
the state of civilization we have known. Reluctant though we may be,
we have 1o recognize death when we see it; and the world we used to
live in is as dead as a dinosaur ... This war has wrought a revolution
in human affairs more drastic than the overturn of Rome, or the death

of feudalism, or the industrial revolution... What has happened?

Just this: we have failed 1o face the fact that we long have suspected,
that in our civilization, so comjfortable and satisfactory to us, there
were certain elements that were anachronistic and others that were
eternally wrong. For instance ... caste and discrimination and the
kind of cut-throat competition that exalts selfishness and denies mutu-
al responsibility were ahways wrong, even though glorified by the order
we called American. Now, the stresses of this titanic war have revealed
weaknesses hitherto invisible and widened cracks heretofore disregard-
ed. The new world will not be built out of crumbling material. For
better or for worse it will be really new. It will be better if we apply to
its building the genius of enlightened Christendom. It will be hideous-
by worse if we deny our responsibility, and insisting on something that
can never be, let the real world be fashioned by unchristian forces.

r. Hall stresse e need for increasing cooperation and unity among
Dr. Hall st d th df g t d unity g
denominations. “There is nothing,” he wrote, “that ought to keep apart






	IMG_20151103_0053
	IMG_20151103_0054
	IMG_20151103_0055



