


The Clayton Presbyterian Church at the cor-
ner of Hanley Road and Forsyth. The church
merged with Central in 1931.

Central celebrated its history both in 1929
(when the pictire was taken) at the final
meeting of the Ladies' Auxiliary at the Clara
and Delmar location and again in 1934,

upon the church'’s 90th anniversary.

48

The overture noted that six Presbyterian churches already existed within
a one mile radius of the proposed site. Grand Avenue also rejected an
offer by Central to sell its building to Grand Avenue and move farther
west itself.

Although both the St. Louis Presbytery and the General Assembly
agreed with Central, the Grand Avenue Church was determined to
move. The church began construction at the Union and Delmar site in
1915 and the building was completed in December, 1916.

Now in 1929, Central faced the necessity of finding a new pastor and a
new location. A seminary professor, Robert M. Karr, was hired as inter-
im pastor. The Session praised Dr. Karr as one of the finest preachers in
America and urged the congregation not to “become gloomy and
despondent and remain away from the church services.” They were
reminded that “Central is your church...It needs the active support and
interest as well as the prayers of every officer and every member. Help
now without waiting for a new pastor and leader.” The wait would be a
long one, twenty-one months.

The search for a new location proceeded much more quickly. On
Christmas Eve day, 1929, the congregation voted to sell the Clara and
Delmar building to Jewish congregation B’Nai El for $190,000. By
March of 1930, they had approved a new site at Hanley Road and
Davis Drive in Clayton and had also agreed to merge with the Clay-
ton Presbyterian Church. Plans for the new building, to be con-
structed in the style of “the English Country Church of the late
Fourteenth Century,” were unveiled in May and the cornerstone laid
on November 15, 1930.

A week before construction formally began, Central called a new pastor,
T. S. Smylie. Theodore Shaw Smylie was born in Jackson, Louisiana, in
1893, the son and grandson of Southern Presbyterian ministers. He
received his theological education at Louisville Seminary and Westmin-
ster College. Following service as an army chaplain in the First World
War, Smylie ministered in West Virginia, Kentucky and Tennessee
before accepting the call to Central in November, 1930. He preached
his first sermon on January 11, 1931, at the Masonic Temple on Del-
mar, where the congregation was meeting until their new facility was
completed.






John F. Green, Central elder, headed the
building committee for both the Delmar and
Clara Church and the Hanley Road Church.

He died in 1932 and his funeral was among
the first conducted from the new church.

The newly built church called itself “1he New
Central Presbyterian Church of St. Louis”
resulting from the merger between Central
and the Clayton Presbyterian Church.
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year, financial arrangements with B’Nai El also had to be renegotiated
when it became evident (at least to the trustees) that they could not pay
Central what they owed.

Early in 1935, the Session adopted a plan promoted by Dr. Smylie that
asked all members to contribute to the church “that part of the tenth [of
their incomes] which was not given to other benevolent causes” for thir-
teen weeks. Although Dr. Smylie had originally proposed that the entire
tithe be given to the church, even the modified “Central Covenant Plan”
met with some measure of success.

In the summer and fall of 1935, correspondence between Dr. Smylie
and the chairman of the finance committee, L. Wade Childress, evinced
the growing strain caused by financial pressures. Mr. Childress intimat-
ed that Dr. Smylie had failed to grasp the seriousness of the situation
and that he had discouraged “proposals that consideration be given the
matter of preparing to meet our obligations.” Dr. Smylie, in turn,
claimed to have been misunderstood. Furthermore, he indicated, “If I
be criticized for saying that I thought the congregation did well last year,
and that the people could be counted upon to do well this year, then [
have no apology to make...I have just enough confidence in our people

to believe they will continue to stand by.”
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